INSTRUMENTS   OF   POLICY
Public Works, of Irrigation and of Telegraphs, the officials
were usually in complete charge of their departments, subject
to the ^ authority of their Minister and, through him, to the
supervision of the Adviser. Nevertheless, as recipients of the
letter of appointment from the High Commissioner, they were
required to keep the Adviser of their Ministry informed directly
of matters particularly affecting Great Britain's special interests.
In Liwd administration, where, on the advent of Arab
Government, the British Political Officers had become Advisers
to the Arab officials, the system of dual responsibility had worked
with varying success. During 1921 and 1922, when agitation
against the Mandate was at its height, the Arab officials had
often disregarded British advice and, owing to the temporary
loss of central administrative authority, discipline was not
immediately effected. In other Liwas, as in the Muntafiq, Arab
officials endeavoured to demonstrate their capacity for inde-
pendent action, often with disastrous results on tribal peace,
general order and revenue payments.
Although the High Commissioner issued a confidential circu-
lar in early 1922 for the guidance of British officials and the
Ministry of Interior gradually evolved a schedule of working
arrangements between British and Arab officials, it was not
until the formulation of the Administrative Inspectors Law, *
approved'by the Council of Ministers, January 23rd, 1923, that
the functions of the provincial Advisers, now termed Adminis-
trative Inspectors, were defined. Drafted by the Ministry of
Interior with the co-operation of the Ministries of Justice and
Finance, the Law placed the Inspectors in a stronger position
than the former Advisers had been, the widest powers of inspec-
tion being given them in all details of internal administration,
Revenue collection, municipalities, police and public order.
Although the Law was not immediately and universally applied,
the clearer definition of their respective duties was welcomed
both by the Mutasarrifs and the British Inspectors.
1 Compilation^ 1920-1923, pp, 95-7*
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